
“America is never wholly herself unless she is engaged in high moral 
principle. We as a people have such a purpose �day. It is � make 
kinder the face of the nation and gentler the face of the 
�rld.” - President George H.W. Bush

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA 
SECONDARY

GEORGE H.W. BUSH PRESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM: 

OBJECTIVE:
Students will use a primary source analysis process 
to categorize information between the Fall of the 

Berlin Wall and Persian Gulf War.

TOPIC: 
Diplomacy and Foreign Relationships  

SECONDARY SOCIAL STUDIES TEKS:  
6.13D, 6.19A, 6.19B, 6.19C, 7.7E, 7.17A, 7.20A, 7.20B, 
7.20C, 8.15D, 8.21A, 8.22A, 8.29A, 8.29B, 8.29C, 
WG.15A, WG.21D, WH.15A, WH.20A, WH.21F, 

WH.28C, WH.28E, US.11A, US.23A, US.28A, US.28B, 
US.28C, USG.1F, USG.2B, USG.7B, USG.7G, USG.19A

Social Studies TEKS reflect the NEW Streamlined 
TEKS that will be implemented in elementary 

schools in the 2020-2021 school year.
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EDUCATOR’S GUIDE 

SECONDARY

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA 

TOPIC: 
Diplomacy and Foreign 
Relationships of President 
George H.W. Bush

CONNECTION TO PRESIDENT 
GEORGE H.W. BUSH: 

Students will be analyzing 
the foreign policies of 
President George H.W. 
Bush and identify how he 
used diplomacy to solve 
worldwide problems.

CONSTITUTION 
CONNECTION: 

Students will have to 
understand the three 
branches of government and 
how they interact with each 
other to run the country and 
influence the world.

1. Teachers will use the passport for learning slide to guide class discussion of the Pillars to
Live By.

2. Divide students into groups, with 3-4 students in each group. Give each student or
student group the 3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT CARD SORT. Students will categorize the
information with the branch of government they belong.

3. Review the card sort with the class to make sure they have the correct information with
each branch of government.

4. Give each student or student group a set of primary sources. The students must use the
analysis handouts to determine which President the primary source best belongs.

PART ONE: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the CONFLICT best belongs.
PART TWO: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the MAPS best belongs.
PART THREE: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the VISUALS best belongs.
PART FOUR: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the LEADERS best belongs.
PART FIVE: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the U.S. COMMUNICATIONS best belongs.
PART SIX: Use the analysis handout to determine which event the SOLUTIONS best belongs.

5. Teachers may require students to justify their answer with a specific amount of evidence
from the primary source.

6. Students may complete the BOTTOM LINE handout

STUDENT SKILLS ASSESSMENT:
• Have students (or student groups) complete THE BOTTOM LINE worksheet at the end of
the activity.

• Students will complete their PILLARS TO LIVE BY: CLOSURE SHEET.

OBJECTIVE:  
Students will use a primary source analysis process to categorize information between 

the Fall of the Berlin Wall and Persian Gulf War.

PROGRAM MATERIALS:
PILLARS TO LIVE BY: PASSPORT RESOURCE (page S3): 1 per student or student group 

PILLARS SORT CARDS (page S4): 1 per student or student group

SECURITY BRIEFING (page S5): 1 set per student or student group

SECURITY BRIEFING LETTER (page S6): 1 per student or student group.

3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT CARD SORT (page S7-S12): 1 per student or student group 

PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIALS: 

DIPLOMACY REVIEW (page S13 -S14): 1 per student or student group 

DIPLOMACY RESOURCE CARDS (page E15 -E22): 1 per student or student group

PILLARS TO LIVE BY: CLOSURE SHEET (page S23): 1 per student or student group

THE BOTTOM LINE (page S24 -S29): 1 per student or student group

PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONS: 



GEORGE H.W. BUSH’S

SECONDARY

PILLARS TO LIVE BY 
PASSPORT FOR LEARNING
RESOURCE 

1ST PILLAR
Lifetime of Service

GEORGE H.W. BUSH’S

Pillars to Live By

President Bush signs the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). Evan Kemp, Chairman, EEO Commission, 

Justin Dart, Chairman, President’s Committee on 
Employment of People with Disabilities, Rev. Harold 

Wilke and Swift Parrino, Chairperson, National 
Council on Disability, join him in the South Lawn of 

the White House.

President and Mrs. Bush present 
the Medal of Arts to John Updike 

at the White House.

Congressman Bush with 
President Dwight Eisenhower

3RD PILLAR 
Building Relationships

to Better the World

President Bush and 
President Gorbachev confer 

in the Red Room of the 
White House.

2ND PILLAR
Putting People First in

Decision Making

George Bush with Chinese 
citizens during his time as 

U.S. Liaison to China

Congressman George Bush 
visits with soldiers during 
his trip to Southeast Asia.

U.S. Liaison to China, 
George Bush, speaks 
with Yu Zhan, Vice-

Minister of the Chinese 
Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, and Wang Yeqiu, 
Director of the Bureau 

of Historical Relic 
Administration.  

“Any definition of a successful 
life must include ser� ng others.” 

- George H.W. Bush

Student Learning Connections
Now that you have learned about George H.W. Bush, explain how 

President Bush demonstrated a pillar to live by. You will receive a sticker 
for each pillar connection you are able to make.

1ST PILLAR
Lifetime of Service

2ND PILLAR
Putting People First in

Decision Making

3RD PILLAR 
Building Relationships to Better 

the World

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Read through George H.W. Bush’s Pillars 
to Live By.

With your shoulder partner discuss which 
pillar you think is the most important for 
President of the United States to have:
• Lifetime of Service
• Putting People First in Decision Making
• Building Relationships to Better the 
World

INSTRUCTIONS: 
At the end of our program you will be 
asked to make a connection from your 
learning to one or all of George H.W. 
Bush’s Pillars to Live By.
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1ST PILLAR
Lifetime of Service

2ND PILLAR
Putting People First in

Decision Making

3RD PILLAR 
Building Relationships 

to Better the World

GEORGE H.W. BUSH’S

PILLARS TO LIVE BY SORT CARDS
PASSPORT FOR LEARNING RESOURCE 
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SECURITY BRIEFING

KEY VOCABULARY
FOREIGN- outside one’s own country

DOMESTIC- originating within one’s own country

DIPLOMACY- the profession, activity, or skill of 

managing relationships with other countries

WRAP UP: 

Fill out THE BOTTOM LINE worksheet after you 

have completed the activity.

PROGRAM INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Complete the 3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT CARD SORT 

2. Each student or student group will get a set of 

DIPLOMACY REVIEWS

3. Categorize the images and documents with the event 

that you think they best belong 

4. Justify your answer with evidence from the primary 

source

5. Complete the BOTTOM LINE handout

6. Complete the PILLARS TO LIVE BY: CLOSURE SHEET

EDUCATOR’S GUIDE 

SECONDARY

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MY FELLOW AMERICANS

NATIONAL SECURITY REVIEW 

My fellow Americans, the people of the United States rely on their 

president to serve as their chief diplomat around the world. I worked hard 

to build relationships with leaders from all over the world in order to 

protect the citizens of the United States. Two of my greatest diplomatic 

accomplishments were the Fall of the Berlin Wall and Persian Gulf War. I 

was going to send information on each event to some of our elected leaders, 

but the labels on the boxes fell off. Can you help me categorize this 

information between my diplomatic accomplishments so our current leaders 

can follow the example that has been set for them?

Diplomacy is hard, but I know you are up for the challenge! Thank you for 

your service to our country.

The success of the United States is dependent upon you, the 
people. 

Subject:

Good luck, the future of our nation is in your hands.

Sincerely,

DISCLAIMER: THIS IS NOT AN ORIGINAL PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT.
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
SECONDARY 

CARD SORT
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
SECONDARY 

CARD SORT
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
SECONDARY 

CARD SORT
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
SECONDARY 

CARD SORT
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
CARD SORT

SECONDARY 
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3 BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 
CARD SORT

SECONDARY 
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SECONDARY

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
MATERIALS: 
DIPLOMACY REVIEW

Fall of the 
Berlin Wall
CONFLICT

BACKGROUND
A�er World War II ended, 

Germany and it’s capital, Berlin 
were divided into four zones. 
On May 8, 1949, the French, 
United Kingdom and U.S. zones 
were combined into West 
Germany under a democratic 
republic government.  East 
Germany was controlled by 
the Soviet Union under a 
communist government. Berlin 
was also divided between West 
Berlin, democratic republic and 
East Berlin, communist rule. 

From 1949-1961, more than 2.5 

million East Germans escaped 
to West Germany with many 
of them escaping by crossing 
the checkpoints between East 
and West Berlin.  The numbers 
fleeing to the West became 
so bad, that overnight East 
German soldiers laid down 
30 miles of barbed wire. This 
closed off East Berlin from 
West Berlin. When families 
awoke the next morning in 
West Berlin many realized they 
were now cut off from other 
members of their family who 
lived across the street in East 

Berlin.
Eventually, the East German 

communist government built 
a 15 foot high concrete wall 
topped with barbed wire and 
guard towers. East Germany 
and the Soviet Union said the 
wall was to protect the people 
of East Germany but everyone 
knew it was to keep the East 
Germans from leaving.
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SECONDARY

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA 
PRIMARY SOURCE 
MATERIALS: 

DIPLOMACY REVIEW

BACKGROUND
On August 2nd, 1990 the 

Iraqi Army led by Saddam 
Hussein invaded and occupied 
Kuwait. This invasion was 
condemned by many nations 
and the United Nations 
Security Council. President 
George H.W. Bush immediately 
condemned the invasion, as 
did the governments of Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union.  

The U.N. Security Council 
authorized the use of “all 
necessary means” of force 
against Iraq if they did not 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

 A�er Hussein refused to 
withdraw from Iraq, a coalition 
[countries that work together] 
of 35 nations led by the U.S. 
worked to defeat Iraq and 
drive them out of Kuwait.  
President George H.W. Bush 

met with Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, Great 
Britain and the leaders of many 
other countries, especially the 
leaders of Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait to keep them informed 
of the progress in liberating 
[freeing ]Kuwait.

Persian Gulf 
War
CONFLICT
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA EVENT INFORMATION RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA MAPS RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA IMAGES RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA IMAGES RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA LEADERS RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA COMMUNICATIONS RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA COMMUNICATIONS RESOURCE CARDS 
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DIPLOMACY DRAMA SOLUTIONS RESOURCE CARDS 

While Bush didn’t set in motion the massive geopolitical 
change that occurred, historians credit his steady, low-
key, cautious approach to Soviet relations with helping to 
ensure that when communism collapsed, it fell without the 
bloody revolutionary upheaval that had occurred during its 
rise three quarters of a century before.

Bush was be�er prepared than most for this task, 
because of his diplomatic experience as ambassador to 
the United Nations and director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. “Unlike most Presidents, he had a detailed 
knowledge of foreign relations,” says Mark N. Katz, a 
professor of government and politics at the Schar School 
of Policy and Government at George Mason University, and 
a former Soviet affairs analyst at the U.S. Department of 
State. “He knew his stuff, and didn’t have to be taught from 
scratch. He didn’t make the same kinds of mistakes that 
less-informed chief executives make.”

January 17, 1991 the Persian Gulf War began with a 
massive U.S.-led air offensive known as Persian Gulf 
War. The U.S. was accompanied by troops sent by NATO 
allies as well as Egypt and several other Arab nations. 
The coalition effort benefited from the latest military 
technology, including Stealth bombers, Cruise missiles, 
so-called “Smart” bombs with laser-guidance systems and 
infrared night-bombing equipment. 

The United States successfully built a strong coalition 
of nations in order to push back an Iraqi invasion of a 
neighboring country. A�er 42 days of relentless a�acks by 
the allied coalition in the air and on the ground, President 
Bush declared a cease-fire on February 28; by that time, 
most Iraqi forces in Kuwait had either surrendered or fled. 

Skillful diplomacy proved that the United Nations could 
be used as an instrument of force when necessary. The 
potential for multinational cooperation was demonstrated. 
President Bush promptly declared that the “new world 
order had begun.”

Bush began relations with the Soviet Union cautiously, 
taking time to study the situation before moving ahead with 
more diplomacy, according to an essay by Stephen Kno�, 
Professor of National Security Affairs at the U.S. Naval War 
College.  Bush showed even more restraint in November 
1989, when the collapsing communist regime in East 
Germany opened its borders and Germans spontaneously 
tore down the Berlin Wall. 

Instead of reveling in the end of communist rule, Bush 
told the news media only that he was “very pleased.” His 
muted response resulted in criticism from anti-communist 
conservatives in the United States, but he avoided 
antagonizing the Soviets and endangering future relations, 
according to Kno�. Bush “was able to encourage the 
Soviets to make concessions, while allowing them to save 
face,” Katz says.

A month later, Bush met with Gorbachev in Malta, where 
they discussed arms reductions and improving U.S.-Soviet 
relations. The following June, they met again in Washington 
to sign an agreement in which the two countries agreed to 
reduce their nuclear arsenals. In July 1991, the two leaders 
met a third time in Moscow to sign the START treaty, which 
cut the collective number of nuclear warheads by a third.
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1ST PILLAR
Lifetime of Service

2ND PILLAR
Putting People First in

Decision Making

3RD PILLAR 
Building Relationships 

to Better the World

GEORGE H.W. BUSH’S

PILLARS TO LIVE BY CLOSURE SHEET
PASSPORT FOR LEARNING RESOURCE 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
After completing the Pillars to Live By Card Sort, 

make a connection from your learning to one 
or all of George H.W. Bush’s Pillars to Live By.
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct event, map or leader

SECONDARY 

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct event, map or leader

SECONDARY 

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY 
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct communication or solution

SECONDARY

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR

A month later, Bush met with Gorbachev in 
Malta, where they discussed arms reductions 
and improving U.S.-Soviet relations. 

The United States and President Bush, 
successfully built a strong coalition of 
nations in order to push back an Iraqi 
invasion of a neighboring country.  
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct communication or solution

SECONDARY

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR

A month later, Bush met with Gorbachev in 
Malta, where they discussed arms reductions 
and improving U.S.-Soviet relations. 

The United States and President Bush, 
successfully built a strong coalition of 
nations in order to push back an Iraqi 
invasion of a neighboring country.  
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct communication or solution

SECONDARY

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR

A� er 42 days of relentless a� acks by the allied 
coalition in the air and on the ground, President 
Bush declared a cease-fi re on February 28; by 
that time, most Iraqi forces in Kuwait had either 
surrendered or fl ed.  

Bush showed even more restraint in November 
1989, when the collapsing communist regime in 
East Germany opened its borders and Germans 
spontaneously tore down the Berlin Wall. 
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INSTRUCTIONS:
Match the diplomacy with the correct communication or solution

SECONDARY

BOTTOM LINE

DIPLOMACY
DRAMA A FALL OF THE 

BERLIN WALL B PERSIAN GULF 
WAR

A� er 42 days of relentless a� acks by the allied 
coalition in the air and on the ground, President 
Bush declared a cease-fi re on February 28; by 
that time, most Iraqi forces in Kuwait had either 
surrendered or fl ed.  

Bush showed even more restraint in November 
1989, when the collapsing communist regime in 
East Germany opened its borders and Germans 
spontaneously tore down the Berlin Wall. 
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